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Status of Accounts as of January 31
Balance in Checking Account………………………………Negative $2,179.40

Amount needed in offerings per month to meet our 2013 Annual Budget
of $169,305.70 is $14,108.81.
January income was $13,978.40

Benevolence Gifts…………………………………...…...$1,771.00
(9% of our Benevolence goal of $20,600.00 for 2013)
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Pastor Kim’s Message

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In the corner of my dining room sits a grandmother clock, brought
from Germany by my grandmother who obtained it from family there
and then passed it down to me. I grew up with this clock, fascinated
by the deep tones of its chimes, echoing in the big chamber against
the beautiful wood. I was so accustomed to the sound that at one
point it sat in my bedroom, right next to my bed; and though people
on the other side of telephone conversations would ask what all the
noise was, not once did it disturb my sleep or routine.

Until it stopped.

After moving into my current house, the clock started to miss time:
something was wrong. Although I had never had it serviced before, a
repairman was called and serviced it; but it was no better. Then, one
morning while I was upstairs, there was a huge crash. At first I could
not find what had fallen, till looking in my beloved clock to see that a
link in the chain had broken, releasing the weight to fall, breaking the
bottom of the case.

One link, and the clock was damaged, never to be the same again.

Its funny about churches: no matter how large or small, people tend
to sit in the same spot when they participate. A hole is left at that
section of seating when a person is not there. At a ministry event, I
watch the leader looking around, a head bobbing up to look over just
to see, just to wait, if one more person is coming. A church is not an
institution or a building: it is a group of people, united as a family
through sharing the same heavenly Father, together in belief and

— continued on page 4
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ministry. Together each one of us holds us all together, each a link
that allows the church as a whole to echo the sounds of God’s love to
those far away and those right up close. We get so used to the way
things work over the years that the ministry becomes normative for
us, hardly noticeable to us as they tick away in the background of our
lives.

Until they stop.

Pastors can be called and with council members offer service, and it
can be better: but it is the links that hold the ministries together. The
links, the members, the brothers and sisters: you.

You. Big, little, old, young – you – are a necessary part to the
ministry of God through Christ’s United.

In this season of Lent, as we approach the resounding trumpets and
voices of joy at Easter, take a little time to look at the condition of
your faith and ministry. Take the time to service and nurture yourself
through worship and prayer. Take the time to realize exactly how
important you are to the ministry of God here and now. Because even
though we may take it for granted, those who we served are damaged
when the weight of ministries broken falls upon them.

Grab hold. Take the hand of those next to you, those others who
stand ready to serve and grow, and be linked together by God’s call
to be His church. Together sound forth loud and strong, echoing so
that generations past,
present, and future can
hear the beautiful
chimes of God’s ever
present love.

Peace,

Pastor Kim
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Pastoral Acts
Marriages Scheduled:
05/25/13 Sean Britton & Nina Sisak
08/03/13 Ricky Williard Jr. & Ashley Bitting
09/07/13 Edward Bickowski & Alicia Ellison
09/28/13 Steven Demko & Rachelle Johnson
10/11/14 Allen Pennypacker & Tekla Kranzel

Funeral:
02/15/13 Lois Blyler (non-member)

New Members:
01/26/13 Francis Mattis
01/27/13 Vivian Brown, Rachelle Johnson, Brandy Schreiber,
Terri Whyne

Church Council Highlights from December:

 A presentation was given by
Keith & Dru Laudermilch regard-
ing permission for the youth
groups to hold a bake sale to raise
funds for “Bowl for Kids Sake”.
Permission was granted and the
bake sale will be on April 14.

 Pastor Lengert will be on vacation
from March 3 after worship to
March 5.

 The new directory proof was re-
turned to LifeTouch with minor
changes.

 Upgrades to the sound system are
on hold.

 The LCM submitted the list of
dates for 2013 meetings and
dinners.

 WELCA will begin making
Easter candy.

 Dean will show the current
waivers for church usage to the
insurance company to see if
changes should be made.

 A Day Camp was discussed and
council asked for more
information.
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We Offer our Prayers to…
Members of Christ's United:
Gail Halye, Barb Anczarski, Nancy Shuey, Jack Houser, Jennie
Kosmisky, Peggy Seiler, Betty Miller, Lois Sterling, Anna Harner, Pearl
Lute, Jeanmarie Brayford, Heather Schweinhart, Sandy Marlow

Family & Friends:
Catherine Beury, Mike Buriak, Barbara Nelson, Debra Welker, Brandon
Harris, Bob Foose, Bob Berger Jr., Bob Touchinsky, Judy Touchinsky,
Royal Miller, Dennis Morgan, Sara Feese, Faye Geist, Frank Ward, Fred
Herb III, Amanda Shoup Pascavage, Mary Shinkus, John Hood, Faye
Zimmerman, Donna Harpster, Plesnarski baby, Carl Ernest, Amy Miner,
Tim Varndell, Andrea Gosda, Mark Brown, Glen Geist

Please note that those experiencing a traumatic event are placed onto the
Prayer List and will be kept on for one month and then taken off. Please
provide updates to the pastor or the office in order that the list is always
current. If you would like someone added please call the office: if
someone is added to the prayer list on a Sunday morning during worship,
please make sure you write it down and place a note on the secretary’s
desk.

Continued Prayers for our shut-ins:
Howard Beury
Marion Brennan, Providence Place
Jean Cress
Palmer Kimmel, Mt. Carmel Assisted Living
Glenn Pennypacker, Trevorton
Arlene Troup, Friendly Nursing
Randy Troutman
Brenda Wolfgang
Dean Wolfgang, Tremont Health
& Rehab
Jeanette Wolfgang
Ruth Wolfgang, Mt. Carmel Nursing
Walter Wolfgang, Mt. Carmel Assisted Living
Linda Zerby



Life Together at Christ’s United

Welcome New Members!
With joyful celebration five new members

were welcomed into the ministry of
Christ’s United since the last newsletter.

Please take the time to welcome and meet
Frank Mattis, Vivian Brown, Rachelle

Johnson, Terry Whyne, and Brandy
Schreiber. Watch for new members

joining before next newsletter by affirmation of faith and baptism.

I would like to thank the Endowment Fund Committee of Christ’s United
Church for the generous check they have given us. It will be used toward
our college education. Thank you again, William & Shale Waldick.

Endowment Committee, Thank you very much for awarding me one of
the scholarships. It means a lot that such scholarships exist to help ease
the financial burden of college students. The scholarship will be put to
good use. Thank you again, it is greatly appreciated. Sincerely, Laura
Brennan

Endowment Committee, I wanted to express
my gratitude for giving me the opportunity to
continue my education. It is with the
scholarship that I will be able to purchase
necessary items like textbooks and supplies
that will be used this coming
semester. Again, thank
you. Sincerely, April Brennan
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Contact Us: youth@christsunited.org

First Communion
All youth in 1st grade or older who do not yet share in Holy

Communion are invited to First Communion Class on Saturday, 9

March 2013 from 9:00 AM – Noon. At least one parent/guardian is

required to attend. The class will involve Bible games that help

learn the meaning of Holy Communion, a video

about the importance of Holy Communion, practice

at the altar, and even making our own Communion

bread. Please register for the class by calling the

church office, 875-1591. Please contact Pastor

Kim with any questions. We will celebrate 1st Holy

Communion on Palm Sunday, March 24, 2013.

Please invite your family to attend.
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Sr. Youth Group

Last month after service, while Keith made dinner, Tyler taught us a
new game in which Pastor had us stumped. We always say grace
before dinner but sometimes the kids are shy, so Pastor taught us a
new prayer. We enjoyed homemade meatballs, spaghetti and garlic
bread. After cleaning up we played games like "how well do you
know your adult leader?" "How well do your adult leaders know

you?" and "Pat on the back". The kids learned fun facts about their
advisers like "DruAnn has climbed to the top of a pyramid" and

"Keith had an audience with Pope John Paul II". Keith and I learned
things like one of the kids likes to cut the grass and one plays 6

sports. We had a good night enjoying good food and playing fun
games.

The month of March will have us coloring eggs, performing a puppet
play and help setting up for the Easter egg hunt. We will be working
on the play, and the dates will be announced shortly. Parents, please
contact Keith or Druann at youth@christsunited.org if you have any

questions or suggestion for future events.

The kids have decided to help the kids of Schuylkill county by par-
ticipating in Bowl for Kids Sake, April 21 @ 3:00pm. Last year we
had two teams with a total of 7 kids and 2 adults. We did a great job
of collecting donations and we had a bake sale in which we collected
nearly $200 in 15 minutes which helped us to raise over $800 for Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Schuylkill County. We will be having a bake
sale April 14th right after service. Donations of any amount are al-

ways greatly appreciated, so if you would like to help and don't want
to wait for the bake sale please see Keith, DruAnn or Jeanmarie.
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Bear Creek Day Camp
Christ’s United is considering hosting Bear Creek’s week

long Day Camp in June. Campers would have a full day of activities
at Christ’s United including Bible lessons, songs, sports, and art
projects Monday through Friday led by counselors from Bear Creek.
Cost would be $60 per camper for the week, with a discount for
families with more than one camper. In order to host the camp, 40
campers must be registered. If you are interested, please immediately
contact the church office or a member of the Day Camp Task Force:
Hannah Sterling, Deb Berner, or Sally Tice.

Junior Youth Group

HEY Junior Youth, yes you the young members of Christ’s United,
between the ages of 6 - 10; we want you to join us this year for Bowl
for Kids Sake. Talk to your parents and have them see Jeanmarie and
sign up on the bulletin board if you want to join us for a day of fun,

food and charity!!!!!

The Jr Youth had a pizza/movie party on January 26th...sadly only 2
Youth members showed up but, we had fun coloring pictures that we
hung up in the fellowship hall (now moved to one of the classrooms),
making our own pizzas and, watching an animated movie about the

"Miracles of Jesus". Hopefully future events will have more
participation.

Parents please watch the
newsletters, church

bulletins, the church website
& Facebook for upcoming
events. Jeanmarie can be

contacted
at: jbpb86@verizon.net
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MARCH 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

3 3rd Sunday of Lent

9:30 Communion Service,
Baptisms - Klouser
Easter Egg Hunt Special
Offering
10:45 Adult & Youth Sunday
school
5:00 LCM, 6:00 Property

4

6:30 Confirmation
Class

5

7:00 Sr. Choir
Rehearsal

6

6:00 Soup Supper
7:00 Lenten Service

7

6:00 “Walk-n
6:30 Evangelism/
Outreach Meeting

10 4th Sunday of Lent

9:30 Worship Service
Easter Egg Hunt Special
Offering
10:45 Adult & Youth Sunday
school, Confirmation
3:30 Ladies Night Out
Daylight Savings Time
Begins

11

6:00 Mutual Ministry
Meeting
7:00 Marriage
Preparation Class

12

7:00 Sr. Choir
Rehearsal
7:00 Endowment
Fund Meeting

13

6:00 Soup Supper
7:00 Lenten Service

14

6:00 “Walk-n
7:00 Worship &
Music Meeting

17 5th Sunday of Lent

9:30 Worship Service
10:45 Adult & Youth Sunday
school

St. Patrick’s Day

18
6:30 Confirmation
Class
6:30 Stewardship
Meeting
7:00 Marriage
Preparation Class

19
St. Joseph,
Guardian of our
Lord
7:00 Sr. Choir
Rehearsal

20
9:30 Newsletter
Assembly

6:00 Soup Supper
7:00 Lenten Service
Spring Begins

21

6:00 “Walk-n
7:00 Personnel
Meeting

24 Palm Sunday

9:30 Communion Service
10:45 Adult & Youth Sunday
school, Confirmation
5:00 Boy Scout Blue/Gold
Banquet

31
Resurrection of Our Lord
6:30 Sunrise Comm. Service
8:00 Breakfast
9:30 Communion Service
Good Samaritan Offering

25
The Annunciation of
Our Lord

6:30 Grief Support
Group

26

7:00 Sr. Choir
Rehearsal

27

6:00 Seder Meal

28
Maundy Thursday

12:00-2:00 Food
Pantry

7:00 Communion
Service
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Friday Saturday

1 2

5:00 Communion
Service

n-Roll”
Evangelism/

Outreach Meeting

8

6:00 Council Dinner
7:00 Meeting

9

9:00-12:00 1st Holy
Communion Class

5:00 Worship Service

n-Roll”
Worship&

Music Meeting

15
Newsletter Deadline

16
Farm Family
Celebration
WELCA Retreat
12:00 Social Hall
Reserved

5:00 Worship Service

n-Roll”
Personnel

22 23

5:00 Communion
Service

Maundy Thursday

2:00 Food

7:00 Communion

29
Good Friday
Office Hours
9:30-12

7:00-7:00 Prayer Vigil
12:00 Worship
Service

7:00 Worship Service

30
Resurrection of our
Lord Vigil of Easter
Holy Saturday
11:00 Easter Egg
Hunt
5:00 Communion
Service
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500,000 QUILTS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
CHALLENGE

LWR has been distributing quilts around the world for many years. In
2012, they shared 412,710 quilts with needy people. The quilts are
used as beds and/or covers, shawls, baby carriers, sunshades, and
ground cover for market goods. The need continues so LWR has
challenged the United States Lutherans to donate 500,000 in 2013.

Our cluster hopes to create several tied/
knotted quilts and your help and
donations are needed.

New or used but clean materials
needed for the project are:

Bed sheets, blankets, mattress pads,
pillow cases, quilts (not knitted or

crocheted),

fabric yards or pieces (cottons, corduroy, polyester knits, fleece),
or draperies (no fiberglass content).

Crocheting thread for knotting.

Please look around your homes or second hand shops for any of these
materials and place them in the box in the social hall next to the
walk-in closet. Assembly of quilts will begin in April.

There is a Women of ELCA Spiritual
Growth Retreat on March 16th (snow
date March 23rd) at Hope Lutheran
Church, Cherryville. $20 registration
includes lunch. Please see Donna
Wallace for more information.
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SAVE THE DATE

SCHUYLKILL CLUSTER
Spring Event 2013

at
Christ’s United Lutheran Church

437 Airport Road, Ashland

APRIL 20, 2013
8:30 - 9:00 Registration
9:00 - 12:00 Program

(lunch is optional at noon)

“A Thoughtful Prayer Life”
Presented by

Rev. Carol Kehler
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Reading

Ladies Night Out
Our next adventure is scheduled

for Sunday March 10th! Due to the
unpredictable weather, we will remain
on our winter schedule and leave from

the church at 3:30 pm. What is not
unpredictable is the great time we will

have as we gather together! Our
proposed destination is Old Forge

Brewing Company in Danville. For more
information, check out Facebook or the bulletin board, or

speak with Pastor Kim.
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Women of
Christ's United

Lutheran Church
437 Airport Road, Ashland

EASTER CANDY
$9.75 lb.

Coconut Peanut Rolls
Peanut Butter P.B. Carmel

Butter Cream Sampler

To Order Call:
875-2586, 875-0844,

or 875-1591
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Join us!
For a soup supper

Each Wednesday in Lent
6:00 p.m.

Followed by Mid-week Lenten services
at 7:00 p.m.

Lenten Services
“Final Words From the Cross”

March 6th – “My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?”

March 13th – “I Thirst”

March 20th – “It is Finished”

Maundy Thursday - “Into Your Hands I Commit My Spirit”

Good Friday - “Father, Forgive Them”

Sunday, April 14
2:00 - 5:00 pm

District wide Evangelism gathering
“The Future for the Churches in Schuylkill County”
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The following Memorials were given to Christ’s United
since the issue of the last Newsletter:

$25.00 in Memory of Lee Kessler by:
Nancy Kessler

$20.00 in Memory of Lois Blyler by:
Don & Laray Klinger

Easter Egg Hunt
Special Offering

Sundays March 3 & 10

Good Samaritan Fund
March 31

Sponsors are still needed for the following:
Good Friday Bulletin 3/29
Sunday Bulletins: 4/28, 6/30, 8/4, 8/18, 9/1, 9/15, 10/6,
10/27, 11/3, 12/1, 12/8
Christmas Eve bulletin for the 7:30 service
Newsletters: May, July, August, September, October,
November.
Please call the church office or sign up on the bulletin
board if you would like to sponsor any of these.
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WHO
ARE

These People???

Each month we have a different picture from long ago. See if you
can guess who some or all of the people in the picture are. The

answers will be in next months “Life Together” Newsletter.

Answers for the February edition “Who are these people??” - Left
to Right: First Row: Bernie Marquardt & Breann Wolfe (Barker).

Second Row: Michael Yoder, Kristin Yoder, Wendy Chuplis,
Jennifer Troup, Michelle Meyers, Jessica Wolfe (Wright), Patrick

Troup. Third Row: Dan Krynak, Amy Newton, Paula Chuplis,
Connie Welker, Suzy Troutman, Alma Walter. Jr. Youth Choir,

from St. Peter’s April 6, 1986.
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SOCIAL MINISTRY

Ashland Area Food Pantry
We will be collecting the following items for

March:

Boxed Instant Oatmeal
Please place your donations in the shopping cart.

Thank You!

The month that your commit-
tee serves please help out in
the kitchen before and after the
service. Also, please bring in
baked goods or other items for
the snacks. Thank you.

Committee
Schedule
March—LCM

April—WELCA
May—Christian Education
June—Worship & Music

July—Evangelism/Outreach
August—Youth Group

September—Property Comm.

Lenten Focus
This year during Lent we will be
collecting different items each week
for Schuylkill Women in Crisis. We
ask that you bring items in and place
them on the table in the Narthex each
week.

March 3—Boxes of Cereal
March 10—Children’s Toothpaste

& Toothbrushes
March 17—Shower Gel or

Bars of Soap
March 24—Sippy cups &

Baby Wipes
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Beryl StitzerGram-mom Nagle’s
Sour Cream Apple Pie

5-6 Apples peeled (granny smith, macintosh)
1/2 pint sour cream
2/3 cup sugar
1 Tbsp. white vinegar
2 Tbsp. flour

Combine ingredients and pour over apples in unbaked crust. Dot with butter and
sprinkle with cinnamon.
Bake at 375 until apples are tender.

Also good with peaches in place of apples.
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Lent: Deepening our Faith

Daily: Members of Christ’s United have written reflections on daily
Bible readings to lead us along the journey of Lent. These daily
devotionals are available on the tables in the hallway or in the church
office. Please consider not only adding to your own devotion, but
sharing a devotional booklet with a friend.

Wednesdays: We gather each Wednesday at 6:00 for a supper of
soups and bread while we learn about Social Ministry’s World
Hunger programs. Having fed our bodies we then feed our souls with
worship at 7:00 pm. The Choir will lead us in Holden Evening Prayer
while our Bible readings and reflections remember Christ’s words
from the cross.

Seder: In just two years it has become a requested tradition of
Christ’s United to share in the Passover Meal, the Seder, on the
Wednesday of Holy Week (27 March). According to the gospels of
Matthew, Mark and Luke, Passover is the celebration Jesus shared
with His disciples prior to the crucifixion. Please
watch the bulletin board to sign up.

The Three Days: Maundy Thursday begins the
Tridium, a service which begins with Footwashing,
Holy Communion, and the Stripping of the Altar.
The service continues as we gather on Good Friday
before an altar empty of decoration and the
Procession and Adoration of the Cross. We leave in
silence and gather again in the darkness, only to be
filled with the light of the resurrection and Festive Holy Communion
on Easter Dawn.

Easter Services: Services begin at 6:30 a.m. with the prophecies and
new flame followed by an Easter Breakfast prepared by the Lutheran
Church Men. A Festive Service of Holy Communion begins at 9:30
a.m. with anthems by the Choir and all the celebration we can offer as
we praise the Risen Lord. Bring a friend!
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EASTER FLOWERS
If you would like to order flowers to place in the church for Easter

Sunday, please use the attached form or sign up on the bulletin board
in the Narthex.

You can choose from the following varieties. (For the Hyacinths
please specify what color you would like: white, pink, or blue/lilac).

The prices are as follows:

Lilies - $11.00 Daffodils - $8.50
Tulips - $8.50

Hyacinths – Double - $7.00, Triple - $9.00 or
5 Bulb - $15.00

(Please specify color for hyacinths only)

ORDER DEADLINE IS March 15th.

In honor/memory of: __________________________
By: ________________________________________
Flower: _______________ Color: _______________
Price: ______________
In honor/memory of: __________________________
By: ________________________________________
Flower: _______________ Color: _______________
Price: ______________
Please make checks payable to Jane Pennypacker and
please pay when you order.
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Christ’s United Lutheran Church

Mission Statement

We the members of Christ’s

United Lutheran Church, Ashland,

desiring to be blessed together with

Word and Sacrament and to

become more perfectly the Body of

Christ in our world, do hereby

commit ourselves to a mission

which includes a creative re-

examination of our worship life; a

quality educational program for all

ages; intentional witnessing; a

serving spirit; and an integrated

support system which will under

gird our program and the

maintenance of our facilities as it

encourages improved stewardship.

Christ’s United Committees
Auditing Committee

Christian Education
education@christsunited.org

Endowment Fund

Evangelism/Outreach
evangelism@christsunited.org

Finance

Lutheran Church Men (LCM)

Mutual Ministry

Nominating

Personnel
personnel@christsunited.org

Property
property@christsunited.org

Social Ministry

Stewardship

WELCA

Worship & Music

Saturday,
March 9

For those of you that liked
the new format for the
Newsletter that we had
used the past two months,
Sorry, the post office did
not like the size.
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CHURCH COUNCIL 2013
Phone Term Expires

Ian Bendinsky 875-0646 (Youth Rep.) Sept. 2013
Melanie Bendinsky 875-0646 Feb. 2014
Dean Fetterolf 875-2765 Feb. 2015
Gail Halye 497-5337 Feb. 2015
Donna Lassen 875-1530 Feb. 2016
Nancy Lindenmuth 875-3138 Feb. 2014
Deb Price 875-4272 Feb. 2015
Terry Shilling 875-0412 Feb. 2014
Barb Stepanchick 875-1114 Feb. 2016
Helen Wolfgang 875-0758 Feb. 2016

PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Kim L. Lengert

(610) 823-1960
Email: pastorkim@christsunited.org

Treasurer Ann Marie Dillman 875-2422
Financial Secretary Christine Brennan 875-0720
Indoor Custodian Cheryl Varndell 875-2545
Outdoor Custodian Donald Klinger 875-2334

ORGANIST/CHOIR DIRECTOR
David Schweinhart, Organist 682-9553

Email: organist@christsunited.org
Dan Krynak, Choir Director 276-1689

Email: dan@christsunited.org

PARISH SECRETARY
Erik Tice (home) 875-2681

Email: office@christsunited.org
Office hours Monday-Friday 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Office Phone (570) 875-1591
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